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October 2, 2026

City of Los Angeles
Councilmember John S. Lee
9207 Oakdale Ave., Suite 200
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Attn: Myrka Martinez, Deputy District Director


Community Impact Statement

RE:  Council File #26-0548 Electric bike (e-bike) Safety Measures 

POSITION:  The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council (PRNC) supports amending Council File #26-0548 to establish consistent safety regulations for electric bicycles (e-bikes). PRNC recommends that all classes of e-bikes be subject to: (1) a minimum rider age of 16; and (2) mandatory registration and parental accountability measures. Uniform minimum age requirement would eliminate confusion arising from differing rules based on e-bike classification and provide a clear, consistent safety standard for riders, families, pedestrians, motorists, bicyclists, and other users of shared public spaces.

The growing use of e-bikes has been accompanied by an increase in e-bike-related crashes, serious injuries, and fatalities both nationally and locally. These trends have heightened concerns regarding the safety of children and adolescents, who may have less experience navigating traffic, recognizing roadway hazards, and understanding the risks associated with operating e-bikes in shared public spaces.

PRNC further recommends the registration of all e-bikes. A registration requirement would provide a mechanism for accountability and create an opportunity to ensure that owners and riders receive information regarding applicable safety requirements and responsible operation. Any registration system should be designed to be clear, accessible, affordable, and reasonably administrable.

Establishing a uniform minimum operating age of 16 for all classes of e-bikes, together with mandatory registration and appropriate parental accountability measures for younger riders, would provide families and the broader community with clear and consistent rules that are easier to understand, communicate, and enforce.

Los Angeles is home to families, pedestrians, motorists, bicyclists, and other users who share streets, sidewalks, parks, schools, and other public spaces. As e-bikes become increasingly common, establishing clear safety standards is increasingly important. The City Council’s motion recognizes that e-bikes provide meaningful transportation and recreational benefits while also identifying the need for thoughtful local regulations that protect the safety and welfare of Angelenos.
PRNC recognizes that e-bikes can provide affordable, convenient, and environmentally friendly transportation and does not seek to discourage responsible e-bike use. Rather, the measures recommended by PRNC are intended to establish baseline safety and accountability requirements while preserving the benefits of lawful e-bike transportation and recreation.

Accordingly, PRNC respectfully requests that the Los Angeles City Council and relevant City departments consider incorporating the following requirements into the City’s e-bike regulatory framework:

1. A minimum operating age of 16 for all classes of e-bikes; and
2. Mandatory registration of all e-bikes, accompanied by appropriate parental accountability measures for riders under 18.

These measures would establish a straightforward and consistent framework intended to promote responsible e-bike use, enhance accountability, and support the safety of families and all users of Los Angeles’s public streets and shared spaces.


DAVID BALEN
PRNC Board President 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE
PORTER RANCH NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

HOLIDAY
PARTY

December 14, 2016 at 6:00pm
19010 Castlebay Lane Elementary
Porter Ranch 91326

W

/Mﬁm/z/hwdmy 0/2016/
Tmedately following the meeting, the
Castlebay Chiltiens Chois will perforun,

andthen food will be sered

Please kindly RSVP to
RSVP@PRNC.ORG
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